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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Saturday 30 January - Chinese New Year Festival - 10am to 9pm - Marrara indoor netball 
stadium 
Food stalls, live entertainment, Chung Wah Society dance troupes, performances and cooking 
demonstrations  

 
Sunday 7 February - Book & DVD Sale at History House 2pm-4pm  
 
The Historical Society is having a book and DVD sale. We have a great range of books on Territory history 
and other subjects to suit everyone's interests. Some of our much older books will be going cheap. Book 
prices start at $2 and DVD's (movies) on various topics will be $2 each.  (CASH ONLY)   
Come along to History House and enjoy our airconditioning,  have a cuppa, cake & biscuits. 
 
We are located in Charlton Court which is on the corner of Bishop Street. Pink Middis building is on the  
corner. Drive into Charlton Court and turn right at the first street. We are located at the end of the court.  
 
Roadmasters House and Goyder Day - NT National Trust 
 

 
 

Roadmasters House usually opens for the year on Goyder's Day, 5 February, with activities to 
commemorate the arrival of the Goyder Expedition in 1869 to survey land for a settlement that is now 
Darwin. Last year these activities included a function and a heritage walk to Goyder Park.  
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The Roadmasters House Committee has decided not to run the event in February this year for several 
reasons.  A new exhibition called “The Telegraph, the Railway and Old Darwin” is currently being set-up 
and scheduled to open in March.  This exhibition will highlight the importance of the telegraph line to the 
early development of the Northern Territory.  The construction of the telegraph 150 years ago led to the 
discovery of gold and the subsequent railway to Pine Creek. 
 
A heritage walk from Roadmasters House to Goyder Park will be conducted during the heritage festival in 
May when the weather is more pleasant for outdoor activities.  The walk will include the many points of 
interest in the area relating to the telegraph and early Darwin. 
 
 
Reminder that Membership for 2021 (January to December 2021) is now due 
 
 Individual membership:                     $60.00    
  
Concession membership 
student/pensioner:                              $35.00 
  
Family membership: two adults 
 at one address:                                  $70.00 
 
 Institutional membership                    $70.00 
 
We only accept cash, cheque, money order or bank transfer (no credit card).  
Bank transfer details: Historical Society of the NT   BSB:015 896 (ANZ ) Account No: 228391976 
Remember to include your “SURNAME & MEMBERSHIP” against your deposit and email your details to 
hsnt@iinet.net.au if your personal details have changed.  
 
 
John Anderson Gilruth: A Complex Man by Ted Egan AO 
 

 

 
The Historical Society has recently acquired John Anderson 
Gilruth:A Complex Man written by Ted Egan AO. Gilruth was the 
first appointed NT Administrator who served from 1912 to 1919. 
Gilruth was Scottish, a veterinary scientist and one of the founders 
of CSIRO. His time in the Territory was turbulent mainly due to the 
disputes with the trade unions. The Darwin Rebellion in December 
1918 and the strikes  held by the unions ultimately marked the end 
of Gilruth's career in the Territory.  
 
The book is available for sale for $30 
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Vale Emeritus Professor Alan Powell 1936-2020 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Alan had published a multitude of books and articles and received many awards which are too numerous to list. 
For many years, Alan was on the Historical Society's Editorial Board for our annual journal and published works. 
His passion was military and maritime history. He was our guru to turn to when information was needed on the 
defence of Northern Australia  
 
In 2017, to celebrate and acknowledge his legacy, the Northern Territory Library, Parliament House, hosted a 
symposium for the history community, colleagues, family and friends to pay tribute to his distinguished work.  
 
Alan passed away as a result of a fall on 25 November 2020. A commemoration of his life was held at the 
Darwin Sailing Club on 8 December.  
 
Alan was a dedicated historian and is greatly missed by the history community.  
 
Our condolences to Jan and family. 

 
Alan was born in Rotorua, New Zealand. In 1970, he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree with honours from the University of New England 
and in 1975, he received his PhD from La Trobe University. 
 
Between 1954 and 1957, Alan served in the artillery of New Zealand 
Army. In 1974, he began working as a senior lecturer in History at Darwin 
Institute of Technology (present-day Charles Darwin University) a post he 
held till 1986. 
 
In 1986,  Alan was appointed a Dean of the Arts Faculty at the University 
College of the Northern Territory and he held this position until1988. In 
1989, he was appointed a Dean of the Arts Faculty of Northern Territory 
University. In 1993, Alan began serving as a Professor of History and 
Political Science at Charles Darwin University. In 1997, he retired as a 
Professor Emeritus.  
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Vale Alan Chalmers  1943-2021 
 

 
 
Rosemary & Alan at the HSNT Patron's Dinner 2017 

 
 
 
Alan was passionate about doing jobs around the house and the gardening, and always had a project on the go.  
During retirement, he and wife Rosemary took several trips around Australia with plans for Tasmania and the 
Snowy Mountains in 2020 but health issues prevented it. 
 
Alan's ashes were interned on 28 January in the Courtyard of Tranquility, Thorak Cemetary.  
 
The Historical Society is indebted to Alan and Rosemary for their generous donation of the Society's bookcases 
which house 3000 of our books.  
 
Our condolences to Rosemary and family. 

Sadly, on 7 January the Historical Society lost 
another one of its valuable members.  
 
Alan came to Darwin from Brisbane in 1963 
when he was in his final year of his electrical 
apprenticeship. He transferred from Brisbane 
O’Donnel Griffin to the Darwin branch. After 
completing his apprenticeship he stayed on 
with  O’Donnel Griffin until the company closed 
down years later. 
 
Alan then worked for a couple of other 
companies before being employed as salesman 
and later stores manager for JR Lighting, 
Woolner (now Middys). On Christmas Eve 
2010, Alan retired as their purchasing officer, 
Palmerston branch. He had been with the 
company for over 20 years.  
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History-In-A-Box Update by Robyn Smith  

 
Copyright, May Gibbs 1919 

 
 
 
Chung Wah Temple Lions by Derek Pugh 
Two stone lions were brought especially from China to stand guard at the Brock’s Creek Chinese Temple on the 
goldfields in the 1880s.   
Unfortunately, they could do little to protect the town: in 1895 there were still five stores trading, but the 
population had shrunk to 280. In November of that year, much of the town was destroyed by fire and most 
residents went elsewhere. Just a few struggled on - several elderly Chinese men were still living there in the 
1940s, but after Darwin was bombed in 1942, they were evacuated south. The town closed and the lions, which 
still stood at the entrance to a crumbling temple, were collected by soldiers as mascots for the army camps. One 
ended up in the garden of Burnside Station. After the war, however, they were recognised and brought together 
again. They now stand at the doors of the Chung Wah Temple in Woods Street, Darwin, guarding once again.  
 

 

 
 
Unidentified men with a Chinese Joss House lion at the 
entrance (front gate) to Burnside Station Homestead garden 
owned by the Byrne Family. WW2 Soldiers had broken the 
tooth and removed the ball of rock from its mouth 

 

 
 
 

  

We are delighted to have acquitted our Community Benefit 
Fund grant for History-in-a-Box, which was somewhat 
inconvenienced by COVID, but otherwise ran perfectly on 
track. To date, we have subject matter on: the Port Darwin 
camp; the Darwin Rebellion; Aviation; Communications and 
Technology; and Medicine. Still to come, by way of History-in-
a-Hub (electronic) is Pastoralism and another few subjects yet 
to be determined. These resources are intended for school and 
community groups and will be made available on a cost-
recovery basis. Material included in the resources constitutes 
an impressive array of professional and amateur historians 
alike and we are grateful for the support. Here’s an image 
included in the Medical box from 1919, which is apt for both 
2020 and 2021 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF PAST EVENTS 
 
History Colloquium at the NT Library 
The Professional Historians Association presented a wonderful array of topics at the colloquium. One of the 
highlights was John Strehlow's book launch. John's book on his grandmother, The Tale of Frieda Keysser  was 
launched by Ted Egan AO and sold like hotcakes.  
 

 
Ted Egan & John Strehlow 

 
Derek Pugh & Matthew Stephen 

 
Col Beard, Alby Foreman, Rob Wesley-Smith & John 

Strehlow 
 

Julie Mastin & Penny Baird 

 
Wendy Asche & Ted Egan 

 

 
John Strehlow selling his book  



7  

HSNT Christmas Soiree  
About 35 people attended our get together. Brian Reid honoured the life of the late Emeritus Professor Alan 
Powell which followed by a toast. Maisie Austin kindly donated her latest publication on her mother's life to the 
Society. Mona's Memories is a wonderful account of 93 year old Mona Adams life as a born and bred Darwinite. 

 
 

 
Andrew Bell, Kevin Coonan, Earl James, Janet Leather & 

Eddie Webber  
 

 

 
Barry Russell, Brian Reid & Anne Groves 

 

 
 

Jan Richardson & Janet Leather 
 

 

 
Julie Mastin & Janie Mason 

 

 
Maisie & Chris Austin 

 

 

 
Sandra Lenz, Peter & Libby Siebert  

 



8  

HSNT Christmas Soiree 
 
 
 

 
Ian Anderson & Eddie Webber 
 

 

 
 
Wendy James & Penny Baird 

 

 
 
Maisie Austin, Judy Boland, Nola Smith & Anne Groves 
 
 

 

 
 
Brian Reid honouring the late Alan Powell 
 

 




